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[57] ABSTRACT 

Articles are provided that include pressure sensitive 
adhesive compositions which are especially suitable for 
forming contact bonds that are resealable at room tem- 
perature. Such adhesive compositions include a blend of 
a linear or a radial block copolymer, an end-block modi- 
fying resin compatible with the end or thermoplastic 
block of the copolymer and incompatible with the mid 
or elastomeric block, a plasticizing process* oil compati- 
ble with the mid or elastomeric block; and, only if de- 
sired, not more than about 14 weight percent of a mid 
block or elastomeric block associating or modifying 
resin compatible with the mid or elastomeric block and 
incompatible with the end or thermoplastic block. Arti- 
cles that particularly advantageously utilize these com- 
positions are thin-walled storage or sandwich bag prod- 
ucts made of a polyolefin or other film that has a releas- 
able and resealable sealing strip. Others include peelable 
labels and note pads and dispensers for thin storage 
wrap products. 

17 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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RESEALABLE ARTICLES AND PROCESS 

BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

This application is a continuation-in-part of applica- 
tion Ser. No. 220,116, Hied Dec. 24, 1980, U.S. Pat. No. 
4,399,249. 

This invention relates generally to articles having 
strips or areas of pressure sensitive adhesive composi- 
tion, more particularly to articles having compositions 
including a block copolymer, a plasticizing process oil, 
and substantial quantities of end block or thermoplastic 
block associating, non-elastomeric resin, the composi- 
tion being free of or including low quantities of mid 
block or elastomeric block modifying resin. 

Pressure sensitive adhesives are understood in the art 
to be compositions that will form a bond upon contact- 
ing the material to be adhered thereto, without requir- 
ing the application of heat, moisture, radiation, or the 
like. Adhesive compositions of this general type are 
considered to be resealable and removable when the 
bond that they form on contact is readily broken, as 
desired, without significant damage to the substrate to 
which the resealable pressure sensitive contact adhesive 25 
had been applied. 

Pressure sensitive adhesives, as described for example 
in U.S. Pat. No. 3,239,478 and U.S. Pat. No. 3,917,607, 
often include block copolymers having at least two "A" 
blocks of a non-elastomeric or a thermoplastic com- 30 
pound and at least one M B" block of an elastomeric 
compound, together with substantial quantities of a 
tackifying or mid block modifying resin that is compati- 
ble with the elastomeric blocks but substantially incom- 
patible with the non-elastomeric blocks. Such adhesive 35 
compositions may also include a thermoplastic or end 
block modifying resin that is compatible with the end or 
non-elastomeric blocks and incompatible with the mid 
or elastomeric blocks, which compositions also often 
include extending or plasticizing process oils. As far as 40 
known, compositions of this general type heretofore 
have not been suitable as a resealable and removable 
pressure sensitive adhesive for use on articles that have 
adequate hold to be readily resealable while still being 
easily releasable without substantially damaging the 45 
article. Particularly difficult problems arise when mak- 
ing articles having generally non-porous surfaces such 
as those of polyolefin materials, and especially thin 
polyolefm films including polyethylene films of the type 
utilized in storage or sandwich bags or the like. 

Publications such as Canadian Pat. No. 1,083,745 and 
the published article "Evaluation of Resins In Kra- 
ton® 1107 Rubber Based Adhesives" teach that the 
tackifying or mid block associating resins yield soft, 
tacky films that have potential use in pressure sensitive 
adhesives, while the incorporation of a thermoplastic 
non-elastomeric or end block associating resin within a 
contact adhesive would be expected to provide an un- 
desirably stiff, non-tacky film, thereby teaching one to 



50 



55 



bond that is too strong, thereby forming a contact bond 
that is not truly removable because the polyethylene 
film distorts or tears when attempting to release the 
contact bond. Some such formulations which initially 
seem to be acceptable in removal and resealing proper- 
ties have been observed to change their bonding proper- 
ties after a short storage time or after exposure to 
slightly elevated temperatures, as would typically be 
encountered during transport or storage of various 
products, such change of bonding properties being det- 
rimental to the ready reusability thereof. 

There is, accordingly, a need for articles that include 
an adhesive composition that has pressure sensitive 
adhesive properties which is suitable for use as a contact 
adhesive and that is both removable and resealable 
when used in conjunction with a variety of surfaces, 
such as polyolefin surfaces, polyvinyl chloride and 
polyester surfaces and the like. It has now been discov- 
ered that such a composition, which is especially suit- 
able for use in conjunction with low density polyethyl- 
ene films, is provided by omitting completely or signifi- 
cantly reducing the relative amount of mid block or 
tackifying elastomeric resin that is included within the 
modified block copolymer compositions known hereto- 
fore. In addition, if the particular block copolymer 
included within the composition does not have a non- 
elastomeric block or end block content that is great 
enough to provide the required removability and reseal- 
ability properties, the compositions according to this 
invention further include end block or thermoplastic, 
non-elastomeric block associating resins that are com- 
patible with the end blocks or thermoplastic, non-elas- 
tomeric blocks and incompatible with the mid blocks or 
elastomeric blocks. Also included is a plasticizing or . 
extending process oil that modifies the mid blocks or 
elastomeric blocks of the copolymer for achieving suit- 
able removability and resealability. 

It is, therefore, a general object of this invention to 
provide an article having resealable area of an improved 
pressure sensitive adhesive. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
an article having an improved pressure sensitive adhe- 
sive strip, dot or area that provides a contact bond 
which is removable and resealable after the applied 
adhesive has aged and/or been subjected to moderately 
elevated temperatures, which conditions would be en- 
countered during normal retail sales channels. 

Another object of this invention is an improved prod- 
uct of polyethylene film that has a pressure sensitive 
adhesive strip which provides a contact seal that is 
removable without distortion or damage to the polyeth- 
ylene film while still being resealable. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a polyolefin storage bag having an improved resealable 
pressure sensitive adhesive strip suitable for providing 
means to open and sealingly close the open end of the 
bag. 

Another object of this invention is to provide an 



expect that the pressure sensitive nature of an adhesive 60 article utilizing a pressure sensitive adhesive composi- 
ng^ * n - i™ — ^ tion that j ncorporates no mid block associating resin, or 

only very low quantities thereof. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved storage bag having a strip of adhesive 
applied near the mouth thereof, which applied adhesive 
has a bond strength with the opposing polyolefin sur- 
face of the bag mouth that is on the order of about 80 to 
300 grams per inch of width of adhesive, which bond 



depends to a large extent on the mid block associating 
or tackifying elastomeric resins within trie formulation. 

Attempts have been made consistent with these 
teachings to formulate a resealable pressure sensitive 
adhesive composition suitable for use in connection 65 
with polyethylene films and the like, especially those 
including so-called slip agents, resulting in compositions 
having poor adhesion to the polyethylene, or having a 



10/14/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



4,500,021 



strength is relatively constant over time and/or upon 
exposure to temperatures as high as about 140 Q F. 

These and other objects of the present invention will 
be apparent from the following detailed, description 
thereof, taken in conjunction with the accompanying 5 
drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a 
storage bag having a resealable pressure-sensitive adhe- 
sive strip in accordance with this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along the line 2—2 of 10 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of another embodiment of a 
storage bag having a resealable pressure-sensitive adhe- 
sive strip in accordance with this invention; 

FIG. 4 is a partial sectional view taken along the line 15 
4-4 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a 
peel able label according to this invention; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an embodiment of 
peelable note pads according to this invention; and 20 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a dispenser for a stor- 
age wrap roll, which dispenser includes dots of reseal- 
able pressure-sensitive adhesive according to this inven- 
tion. 

Compositions that are incorporated into articles ac- 25 
cording to this invention include a blend of a block 
copolymer having at least two end or thermoplastic 
polymer blocks and at least one mid polymer block, said 
end block being a non-elastomeric polymer block and 
said mid block being an elastomeric polymer block, in 30 
admixture with an end block modifying resin that is 
incompatible with the mid block, and a plasticizing 
process oil compatible predominantly with the mid 
block. The composition further includes up to 14 
weight percent of a mid block modifying resin that is 35 
compatible predominantly with the mid block and sub- 
stantially incompatible with the end block, which resin 
can be omitted altogether from the composition which 
nevertheless retains its desired properties. 

Any one of a variety of well known block copoly- 40 
mers can be included within the composition, including 
those discussed in some detail within U.S. Pat. No. 
3,239,478 and No. 3,917,607, the disclosure thereof 
being incorporated hereinto. These particular block 
copolymers typically take on the general configuration 45 
A-B-A or A-B-A-B, wherein each "A M block, which is 
generally characterized as an end block, is a thermo- 
plastic polymer block prepared by block polymeriza- 
tion of a monoalkenyl arene such as styrene, alphameth- 
ylstyrene tert-butyl styrene, and vinyl toluene. The 50 
elastomeric M B" blocks, which are characteristically 
identified as mid blocks, arc prepared by block poly- 
merizing a conjugated diene such as butadiene or iso- 
prene and thereafter hydrogenating the polymer block 
to prepare block polymers such as polybutadiene, poly- 55 
isoprene and saturated polyolefin blocks, or poly(alpha 
mono olefin) blocks. Such block copolymers, which are 
prepared by known procedures, include polystyrene- 
polybutadiene-polystyrene, or styrene-butadiene-sty- 
rene block copolymer (SBS), polystyrene- 60 
hydrogenated polyisoprene-polystyrene, polystyrene- 
isoprene-styrene block copolymer (SIS), poly(alphame- 
thylstyrene)-hydrogenated polyisoprene-poly(al- 
phamethylstyrene), and styrene-ethylene-butylene-sty- 
rene block copolymer (SEBS). A typical molecular 65 
weight range for such block copolymers is between 
about 10,000 and 500,000 expressed as average molecu- 
lar weights. 



Another general class of block copolymers included 
within compositions according to this invention are the 
radial block copolymers which have radially coupled 
blocks of elastomeric polymer and non-elastomenc 
isolated polymer domains surrounded by a continuous 
phase of elastomeric polymer, with the thermoplastic or 
non-elastomeric polymer domains being in the nature of 
end blocks that tie the radial polymers together, thereby 
reinforcing the radial network of the polymer. Suitable 
thermoplastic or non-elastomeric blocks include mo- 
noalkenyl arenes such as styrene, alphamethylstyrene, . 
tert-butyl styrene, and vinyl toluene and polymers 
thereof, while the elastomerio blocks include hydroge- 
nated conjugated diene and poiy(alpha mono olefin) 
blocks such as polybutadiene, polyisoprene and satu- 
rated polyolefins. A typical radial block polymer of this 
type is a styrene-isoprene copolymer, and a general 
average molecular weight range of this type of polymer 
is between about 50,000 and 500,000. 

A further representative class of block copolymers 
for use in the adhesive compositions are multi-block 
polymers such as the tetrablock copolymers. Included 
are tetrablock copolymers that have aromatic units and 
tapered dienc-aromatic copolymer blocks, and the like. 

Such block copolymers are present within the com- 
positions according to this invention at a concentration 
of between about 20 and about 60 weight percent, pref- 
erably between about 25 and about 45 weight percent, 
most preferably between about 30 and 40 weight per- 
cent, based on the total weight of the formulation. 

End block modifying resins according to this inven- 
tion are generally non-elastomeric resins that are com- 
patible primarily with the end block, or thermoplastic, 
non-elastomeric block, and substantially incompatible 
with the mid or elastomeric block, these end block 
modifying resins typically belonging to the general 
chemical class of aromatic, thermoplastic hydrocar- 
bons. 

More particularly, incompatibility in this context 
refers to general incompatibility, indicated by a cloudy 
film being formed when the blend is cast from toluene 
solution, between about 50 parts by weight of the end 
block resin and 100 parts of the mid block of the block 
copolymer. Compatibility, when used in this context, is 
indicated by a clear film being formed upon casting 
from toluene solution of a blend of between at least 
about 50 parts of the end block associating resin and 100 
parts of the end block of the block copolymer. Such end 
block associating resins can be aromatic compounds 
having an unsaturated side chain, including aikyl- 
aromatic thermoplastic hydrocarbon resins, polysty- 
rene resins,, alpha-methyistyrene homopolymers, poly- 
(alpha-methylstyrene-vinyl toluene) copolymers, poi- 
yindene resins, metal resinates. coumarone-indene res- 
ins, phenolics, mixed aromatics. and the like, Such res- 
ins are generally present within the composition ac- 
cording to the invention in order to give a total end 
block associating resin content of generally between 
about 5 and about 50 weight percent, preferably be- 
tween about 10 and about 40 weight percent, most pref- 
erably between about 15 and about 35 weight percent, 
based on the total weight of the composition. 

Plasticizing oils or extending process oils are incorpo- 
rated into the compositions according to this invention 
to the extent that they are not included within the par- 
ticular block copolymer formulation utilized, many of 
such formulations including substantial quantities of oil. 
Such oils are present in compositions according to this 
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invention in order to soften the set adhesive strip and 
avoid toughness thereof to enhance the agressiveness of 
the tack at room temperature and in order to lower the 
viscosity for enhancing flowability of the compositions 
during application thereof so that they will readily and 5 
adequately wet the surface to which they are being 
applied. These oils should be those that arc compatible 
with and that will swell the elastomeric blocks or mid 
blocks and that are substantially incompatible with the 
non-elastomeric or end blocks; oils compatible with the 10 
end blocks, such as highly aromatic oils, will render the 
compositions gummy and soft and thus unsuitable ac- 
cording to this invention. It is thus an aspect of this 
invention to combine an end block modifying resin with 
a mid block compatible oil that is incompatible with 15 
such end block modifying resin that does not signifi- 
cantly modify the end blocks of the copolymer. 

Suitable oils include petroleum fractions, alkylaryl 
resins, vegetable oils, animal oils, synthetic low molecu- 
lar weight polymers or oligomers such as mixed olefin 20 
oligomers and polyterpene oligomers, mineral oils, 
naphthenic oils and paraffinic oils, preferably any such 
oils in which less than 5 percent, preferably substan- 
tially none, of the carbon atoms are aromatic. Most 
suitable oils will be of relatively low molecular weight, 25 
typically between about 200 and 800 average molecular 
weight These extending oils, whether entirely added to 
the composition or whether the block copolymer itself 
includes extending oils, will be included within the 
composition in an amount on the order of about a 1:1 30 
weight ratio with the block copolymer, the weight ratio 
ranging between about 3:1 and about 1:3, with the over- 
all total composition including between about 20 and 
about 60, preferably between about 25 and about 45 
most preferably between about 30 and about 40 weight 35 
percent, based on the total weight percent of the com- 
position. 

The mid block associating resins, or tackifying resins 
as they are sometimes referred to, are compatible pre- 
dominantly with the elastomeric block or mid block and 40 
are substantially incompatible with non-elastomeric or 
end block. These mid block associating resins are com- 
patible with the mid block in that between about 100 
and 200 or more parts by weight of the mid block asso- 
ciating resin show a clear film when the particular mid 45 
block associating resin is combined with 100 parts of the 
mid block of the copolymer and cast from solution in 
toluene. Incompatibility with the end block is indicated 
by the fact that between about 25 and 50 parts of the 
mid block associating resin, when cast from solution in 50 
toluene with 100 parts by weight of the end block of the 
copolymer, does not form a clear film. 

Typical mid block associating resins include polyhyd- 
ric esters of rosin or hydrogenated rosin esters, such as 
glycerol and pentaerythritol esters of hydrogenated 55 
rosins and of highly stabilized rosins, esters of polyhyd- 
ric alcohols, synthetic polyterpenes, terpene-olefin co- 
polymers, terpene-phenols, tall oil rosin, synthetic satu- 
rated hydrocarbon resins, such as saturated alicyclic 
hydrocarbons, olefinic resins, phenol-aldehyde resins, 60 
alpha-pinene resins, beta-pinene resins, terpene- 
phenolic resins, and copolymers such as of 1,3-pentadi- 
ene and 2-methyl-2-butene. 

It is a principal feature of this invention that these mid 
block associating resins are either completely omitted 65 
from the compositions or they are included at only very 
low levels, the maximum concentration being no more 
than 14 weight percent, based upon the total weight of 
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the composition, preferably no more than 7 weight 
percent, and most preferably no more than 5 weight 
percent. When it is desired to include a mid block asso- 
ciating resin in the compositions according to this in- 
vention, they are typically included at concentrations of 
between about 1 and 7 weight percent, preferably be- 
tween about 3 and 5 weight percent, based upon the 
total weight of the composition, Formulations other- 
wise in accordance with this invention but including 
over 14 percent by weight of mid block associating 
resin result in bond strengths that are unacceptable for 
use as removable and resealable pressure sensitive adhe- 
sives on polyethylene surfaces, especially when such 
surfaces are relatively thin films that are susceptible to 
distortion and destruction when making and breaking a 
seal made with compositions including such greater 
quantities of mid block associating or elastomeric resins. 

Most often, it is desirable to include composition- 
stabilizing additives within the compositions of this 
invention. Such additives include heat stabilizers such 
as butyl zimate or butylated hydroxy toluene to retard 
polymer breakdown at elevated temperatures and inhib- 
itors, antiozonants, ultra violet inhibitors, and/or anti- 
oxidants such as mixed phenyl phosphites, tri(nonylated 
phenyl) phosphite, butylated hydroxy toluene, stearyl 
thiodipropionate, 2,2'methylene-bis(4-methyl-6-tert- 
butylphenol), octadecyl beta-(3,5-tertbutyI-4-hydrox- 
yphenyl) propionate, tetra-bis-methyIene-3 (3',5-tert- 
butyl-4'-hydroxyphenyl propionate) methane, modified 
hindered phenols, l,3,5-trimethyl-2-4,6-tris(3,5-ditert- 
butyl-4-hydroxy-benzyl) benzene, I-2-dihydro-2,2,4- 
trimethylquinoline polymer, dibetanaphthyl-p-pheny- 
lene diamine, 2,4-dihydroxy-benzophenone, substituted 
hydroxyphenyl benzotriazoles, substituted benzotria- 
zoles, 2-hydroxy-4-(2-hydroxy-3-methacrylyloxy) 
propiobenzophenone, actylphenyl salicylate, and resor- 
cinal monobenzoate. Additives of these general types 
are included in concentrations not greater than about 5 
weight percent, based on the total weight of the compo- 
sition, usually between about 0.5 and about 3 weight 
percent, most typically between about 1 and about 2.5 
weight percent of total additives within the composi- 
tion. 

In proceeding with the method according to this 
invention, between about 20 and about 60 weight per- 
cent of a block copolymer is blended with between 
about 20 and about 60 weight percent of an extending 
oil and between about 5 and about 50 weight percent of 
an end block associating non-elastomeric resin, all based 
upon the total weight of the composition, and the blend 
is heated until the components are dissolved together. It 
is often desirable to also include up to about 5 weight 
percent of one or more preservatives or stabilizers. Mid 
block associating or elastomeric tackifying resins may 
be included if desired, provided it is at not more than 
about 14 weight percent of the total composition. Such 
formulations are blended and cast or thermally applied 
to a desired configuration, such as an adhesive strip, 
area or dot in accordance with generally accepted ap- 
plication procedures, such adhesive area being a contact 
or pressure-sensitive area that is readily released while 
also being resealable. 

Products or articles in accordance with this invention 
include an adhesive area applied to the article. Refer- 
ring to FIGS. 1 through 4, such article takes the form of 
a storage bag having a closure portion that can be re- 
opened and resealed as desired without damaging or 
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severely distorting the film panels thereof, which are 
typically a polyolefin material. 

The embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2 includes a recus- 
able film container, generally designated at 11, having 
opposing panels 12 and 13 and a strip 14 of pressure 
sensitive adhesive along a transverse internal edge 15 of 
one of the panels. The adhesive strip 14 is the composi- 
tion according to this invention which had been applied 
by solution casting or by hot melt procedures. Con- 
tainer or bag 11 has an opening 16 at one end thereof at 
which the adhesive strip 14 is located. The opposite end 
17 includes a seal 18 of the panels 12 and 13 together, 
which seal 18 can be pleated as illustrated, if desired. 

Container or bag 21 illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4 in- 
cludes opposing panels 22 and 23 and a strip 24 of pres- 
sure sensitive adhesive along a transverse edge 25 of one 
of the panels. In this embodiment, the adhesive strip 24, 
when applied to an open bag 21, is applied to the exter- 
nal surface thereof, and when the end portions of the 
panels are folded onto each other as illustrated, the 20 
adhesive strip 24 on panel 23 is folded to an internal 
orientation for sealing engagement with the panel 22. 
As illustrated, the bag 21 includes a folded edge 26 that 
closes over an opening 27 of the bag 21. The folded end 
portions of the panels, and the structure of the panels 22 25 
and 23, are of a known construction whereby an end 
portion 28 of panel 22 is folded over to initially close the 
opening 27, and the folded edge 26 of panel 23 is folded 
over the end portion 28 in order to maintain the closed 
condition of the bag 21. 30 

Acceptable sealability and unsealability are exhibited 
by these articles 11 and 21 even when the film substrate 
of the panels 12 and 13, 22 and 23 incorporates slip 
agents for improving the handling properties of the 
completed articles 11 and 21, especially reduction of 35 
static clinging together of the panels 11 and 12 or 22 and 
23, even when the film is a low density polyethylene. 

Referring to FIG. 5, a peelable label 31 is shown 
being removed from a release sheet 32. The underside of 
the label 31 includes an area of the adhesive composi- 40 
tion according to this invention, such as the strips 33 
that are illustrated. FIG. 6 shows a similar article in the 
form of a pad 34 of peelable note sheets 35 which are 
adhered to each other by means of a strip of the adhe- 
sive composition according to this invention. In both of 45 
these embodiments, the basic structural features of the 
peelable labels and the peelable note pads arc generally 
known. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a dispenser, generally designated as 
41, of generally known construction, for storing a roll 
of a thin storage wrap product and for dispensing a 
length 42 thereof. Dispenser 41 includes a cutting edge 
43 located generally outside of an opening 44 through 
which the storage wrap product is passed for selection 
of the size of the length 42 desired. An area 45 of the 
adhesive composition according to this invention, such 
as the dots shown, is positioned between the opening 44 
and the cutting edge 43. By this structure, while the 
length 42 is being severed by the cutting edge 43, the 
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ently preferred for practicing the same, as well as the 
improvements and advantages realized thereby. 

EXAMPLE 1 

Blended together within a conventional mixing appa- 
ratus were about 35 weight percent of an A-B-A block 
copolymer, about 35 weight percent of a process oil and 
about 30 weight percent of an end block associating 
resin, this formulation including no mid block associat- 
ing resin. The blend was applied by standard hot melt 
application techniques onto a polyolefin film and al- 
lowed to set for about 20 minutes, after which the set 
adhesive was contact adhered to another portion of the 
polyolefin film and found to provide a suitable adhesion 
bond that readily peels away without damaging the film 
and that is easily resealed by contact. 

EXAMPLE 2 

About 35.3 weight percent of a styrene-isoprene-sty- 
rene block copolymer having a total styrene to isoprene 
ratio of 14:86, a specific gravity of 0.92, and a Brook- 
field viscosity of 1600 centipoises at 25* C. for a solution 
of 25 weight percent of the polymer within toluene, the 
SIS polymer itself containing no plasticizer oil. such 
SIS Polymer being blended with about 35.3 weight 
percent of a paraffinic process oil having a flash point of 
about 245° C. and a molecular weight of about 530. 
together with about 29.4 weight percent of polyal- 
phamethylstyrene/vinyl toluene copolymer as an ena 
block, or polystyrene, associating resin having a flash 
point of about 245" C. and a softening point of 75° C 
The resulting blend was cast onto a polyolefin surface 
from a solution of 45 weight percent solids and 55 
weight percent of solvent blend of 20 percent toluene 
and 80 percent heptane. The casting took the form of an 
adhesive strip which was subsequently subjected to peel 
adhesion testing and found to possess an adhesive 
strength of between about 85 and 140 grams per inch of 
adhesive strip width. 

The peel adhesion test utilized was the PSTC-l test 
for single coated tapes in which the seal is made under 
a uniform pressure, one end thereof is doubled back at 
an angle of 180°, the adhesive strip is peeled away from 
the opposing polyolefin surface at a rate of 12 inches per 
minute, the peel force is measured, the average pull 
value is obtained during peeling the next two inches of 
length after the first inch, and the peel adhesion force is 
calculated in grams per inch of strip width. The test is 
run under standard conditions at a temperature of 23° 
C.±2° C. and a relative humidity at that temperature of 
50% ±2%, Such testing is carried out promptly after 
application, except when accelerated or high tempera- 
ture storage conditions are to be simulated, whereupon 
the substrate and strip are first held at about 60" C. for 
16 to 24 hours prior to testing. 

EXAMPLE 3 

The SIS copolymer of Example 2, about 37.5 weight 
percent thereof, was blended with about 37.5 weight 



adhesive area 45 holds a length 46 of the remainder of 60 percent of the plasticizing process oil of Example 2, 



the roll in place, and the adhesive area 45 then serves to 
maintain the length 46 in that position until a further 
length 42 is desired. This latter feature is most advanta- 
geous for minimizing the chance that the length 46 will 
pass back through the opening 44 and become wrapped 
around the rest of the roll within the dispenser 41. 

The following specific examples will more precisely 
illustrate the invention and teach the procedures pres- 



together with about 25 weight percent of an end block 
modifying copolymer of alpha methyl styrene ana vinyl 
toluene, such copolymer having flash point of about 
285" C. and a softening point of 120* C. the resulting 
65 blend cast onto a polyolefin film from toluene and sub- 
jected to the PSTC-l test, the adhesive strength so 
determined being between 150 and 200 grams per inch 
of adhesive strip width, the adhesive strip forming an 
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acceptable seal that was both removable and reclosable tion was cast in toluene to prepare a resealablc pressure 

with minimal distortion of the polyoldfin film, which sensitive adhesive strip near the opening of a polyethyl- 

had a thickness of 2 mils. ene storage bag, the adhesive strip, when set, providing 

EXAMPLE 4 a rec ' osa ^' e sealing means that does not damage or 

5 distort the bag when it is closed and reopened. 

The SIS copolymer of Example 2 was combined in a 

1:1 weight ratio with 35.3 weight percent of the plasti- EXAMPLE 8 

cizing oil of Example 2, 10.3 parts by weight of the end Approximately 3 1 weight percent of the SIS block 

block associating resin of Example 3 and 19.1 weight copolymer of Example 2, about 31 weight percent of a 

percent of the end block associating resin of Example 2, 10 paraffinic process oil, about 10.5 weight percent of a 

after which the blend was cast, via a toluene hexane poly-alpha-methylstyrene/vinyl toluene copolymer end 

solution onto a polyethylene film including a slip agent bIock modifier having a ba ii. and . ring softening ^int of 

w, hin its formulation and having a 2 mil thickness about 120 - C ., about 19 weight percent of a poly-alpha- 

After the strip had set it was found to prov.de a good met hylstyrene/vinyl toluene copolymer having 75' C. 

pressure sensUive sea with an opposing layer of the 15 soften y j ng y point) afe y out 7 weight percent of a hydroge- 

TtirH ,f P0 yethylene f i m ' \ f " rthcr be,n e nated r^in ester having a softening point of abiut ?05' 

SS^SiS 6 "S^FT^rT^ T S,S " C„ about 1.1 weight percent butyl zimate, and about 

nificant distortion of the polyethylene film, the adhesive nA n „, • k+ „ *u*i»juj * i Xm" 

strength being tested out at about 100 grams per inch of i£ Tr P r / ^ t0lUene * ThlS 

adhesive width 20 com P osltlOTl was applied as an adhesive strip to one 

panel of a polyethylene film sandwich bag near the 

EXAMPLE 5 opening thereof. One such adhesive strip was applied by 

About 33.1 weight percent of a styrene-isoprene-sty- hot melt /PP^ation, and another such adhesive strip 

rene was blended with about 33.1 weight percent of the W * S a PP 1,ed b V solvent fr °m a casting formula having 

011 of Example 2, about 9.6 weight percent of the end- 25 about u 45 wei S ht P^ 01 of composition solids, about 44 
block associating resin of Example 3, about 17.9 weight w ? lght P ercent hexane and ab °ut 11 weight percent 
percent of the end block modifying resin of Example 2, toluene - B <> th adhesive strips had satisfactory peel 
about 4.8 weight percent of a rosin ester mid block stren S tn * to provide a resealable seal for polyethylene 
associating resin and about 0.75 weight percent butyl stora ge bags. 

zimate, about 0.37 weight percent of tetra-bis methylene 30 EXAMPLE 9 
3-(3,5-ditert-butyl-4 hydroxyphenyl)-propionate, and 

about 0.37 weight percent of octadecyl 3-(3,5-ditert- About 33.5 weight percent of a radial block copoly- 

butyI-4-hydroxyphenyl) propionate, which blend was mer havin g a styrene to isoprene ratio of 16 to 84 and a 

cast by hot melt techniques as a strip on the inside sur- molecular weight of about 275,000 was blended with 

face of one panel of a polyethylene sandwich bag and 35 about 33,5 wei S nt percent of a paraffinic process oil, 

allowed to set, after which it was aged at about 38* C. 21.7 weight percent of an end block or thermoplastic 

at about 55 percent relative humidity. The product was modifying or tackifying resin comprised primarily of 

allowed to cool for one hour and was tested at about 25° al P na methyl styrenes and having a softening point of 

C. to give a PSTC-1 adhesive strength of about 200 about 84 ' c > together with 9.1 weight percent of a 

grams per inch of adhesive strip width, the bond having 40 synthetic poly terp ene mid block or elastomeric compo- 

an adhesive peel strength of about 250 grams per inch of nent and 2 - 2 weight percent butyl zimate. Peel adhesion 

adhesive width when tested at about 60° C. The sand- tests (PSTC-1) on polyethylene gave 110 grams per 

wich bag was readily sealed and unsealed without any mcn of adhesive strip width and 120 grams after storage 

significant distortion or damage thereto. at 140° R for one hour, which values are indicative of 

___ M _ _„ „ 45 good pressure sensitive adhesive properties. 
EXAMPLE 6 

Approximately 40 weight percent of a styrene-iso- EXAMPLE 10 

prene-styrene resin, about 40 weight percent of the 34.8 weight percent of a styrene-isoprene-styrene 

paraffinic plasticizing process oil of Example 2, about block copolymer was blended with 34.8 weight percent 

12 weight percent of the end block associating resin of 50 of a paraffinic process oil, about 1.1 weight percent 
Example 3, about 6 weight percent of a mid block asso- butyl zimate, about 1.1 weight percent of octadecyl 
ciating rosin ester, and about 2 total weight percent of 3-(3,5-ditert-butyl-4-hydroxyphenyl) propionate uv in- 
heat and ultra-violet stabilizers are blended together hibitor, and about 28.2 weight percent of an end block 
and cast as an adhesive strip onto a polyethylene sand- associating resin that contains polyindene structures, 
wich bag having a slip agent within the polyethylene 55 substituted styrenes and substituted indenes and that has 
formulation, such possessing a bond peel strength of a melting point of 100° C. and a flash point of about 250* 
between 250 and 300 grams per inch of adhesive strip C. The resulting blended composition exhibited an ad- 
width, hesion to polyethylene film of 210 grams per inch of 

EXAMPLE 7 6q adhesive strip width. 

About 35 weight percent of a styrene-isoprene-sty- EXAMPLE 11 

rene block copolymer was blended with about 35 A blended composition containing 33.5 weight per- 

weight percent of the extending oil in Example 2, about cent of each of the SIS polymer and the paraffinic oil of 

10 weight percent of the end block associating resin of Example 2, 2.2 weight percent of stabilizer, 21.7 weight 

Example 3, about 18.5 weight percent of the end block 65 percent of an end block modifier that is largely alpha 

associating resin of Example 2, about 1 weight percent methyl styrene and that has an 84° C. softening point 

of butyl zimate stabilizer and 0,5 weight percent of and 7 weight percent of a synthetic polyterpene mid 

butylated hydroxy toluene antioxidant. This composi- block associating resin. 
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While in the foregoing specification, certain embodi- 
ments and examples of this invention have been de- 
scribed in detail, it will be appreciated that modifica- 
tions and variations therefrom will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art; accordingly, this invention is to be 5 
limited only by the scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A storage bag having a releasable and resealable 
resealing means, said storage bag having opposing film 
panels, said resealing means being near one edge of one 10 
of said panels, an opening located at said one edge, said 
bag having a closed condition at which said resealing 
means seals said panels together and closes said open- 
ing, said bag having an open condition at which said 
panels are separated at said opening, said bag being 15 
resealable from said open condition to said closed con- 
dition and being releasable from said closed condition to 
said open condition, the improvement comprising said 
resealing means being an area of resealable and releas- 
able pressure sensitive adhesive composition including: 20 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a block copoly- 
mer having non-elastomeric polymer blocks and at 
least one elastomeric polymer block, each said 
non-elastomeric block being a monoalkenyl arene 25 
polymer block, said elastomeric block being a con- 
jugated diene polymer block; 

between about 5 and 50 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of an end block 
modifying resin that includes a monoalkenyl arene, 30 
said end block modifying resin being compatible 
predominantly with the non-elastomeric block and 
substantially incompatible with the elastomeric 
block; 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 35 
total weight of the composition of a plasticizing 
process oil that is compatible predominantly with 
said elastomeric block and generally incompatible 
with the non-elastomeric block of the block co- 
polymer; and 40 

not more than about 14 weight percent, based on the 
total weight of the composition, of a mid block 
modifying resin that is compatible predominantly 
with the elastomeric block and substantially incom- 
patible with the non-elastomeric block of the block 45 
copolymer. 

2. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, further including up to about 5 weight percent of a 
composition-stabilizing additive, based on the total 
weight of the composition. 50 

3. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, wherein said block copolymer and said process oil are 
present in the adhesive composition at a weight ratio of 
approximately 1 to 1. 

4. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 55 
1, wherein said panels are polyolefin film panels. 

5. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, wherein said panels are low density polyethylene film 
panels. 

6. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 60 
1, wherein said composition includes between about 25 
and 45 weight percent of said block copolymer, be- 
tween about 10 and 40 weight percent of said end block 
modifying resin, and between about 25 and 45 weight 
percent of said process oil, all as based on the total 65 
weight of the composition. 

7. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, wherein said composition includes between about 30 



and 40 weight percent of said block copolymer, be- 
tween about 15 and 35 weight percent of said end block 
modifying resin, and between about 30 and 40 weight 
percent of said process oil, all as based on the total 
weight of the composition. 

8. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, wherein said composition has an adhesive strength to 
polyolefins on the order of about 80 to 300 grams per 
inch of width of adhesive area. 

9. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, wherein said adhesive composition includes not more 
than about 7 weight percent of said mid block moaify- 
ing resin. 

10. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, wherein said adhesive composition includes not more 
than about 5 weight percent of said mid block modify- 
ing resin. 

11. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, wherein said adhesive composition includes between 
about 1 and 7 weight percent of said mid block modify- 
ing resin. 

12. The releasable and resealable storage bag of claim 
1, wherein said adhesive composition includes between 
about 3 and 5 weight percent of said mid block modify- 
ing resin. 

13. A peelable label having a back face mounted onto 
a release sheet and a resealing area located on the back 
face of the peelable label, the improvement comprising 
said resealing area being a resealable and releasable 
pressure sensitive adhesive composition including: 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a block copoly- 
mer having non-elastomeric polymer blocks and at 
least one elastomeric polymer block, each said 
non-elastomeric block being a monoalkenyl arene 
polymer block, said elastomeric block being a con- 
jugated diene polymer block; 

between about 5 and 50 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of an end block 
modifying resin that includes a monoalkenyl arene. 
said end block modifying resin being compatible 
predominantly with the non-elastomeric block and 
substantially incompatible with the elastomeric 
block; 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a plasticizing 
process oil that is compatible predominantly with 
said elastomeric block and generally incompatible 
with the non-elastomenc block of the block co- 
polymer; and 

not more than about 14 weight percent, based on the 
total weight of the composition, of a mid block 
modifying resin that is compatible predominantly 
with the elastomeric block and substantially incom- 
patible with the non-elastomeric block of the block 
copolymer. 

14. A pad of peelable sheets, each said sheet having a 
back face and a resealing area located on each or' said 
back faces of the peelable sheets, the improvement com- 
prising said resealing area being a resealable and releas- 
able pressure sensitive adhesive composition including: 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a block copoly- 
mer having non-elastomeric polymer blocks and at 
least one elastomeric polymer block, each said 
non-elastomeric block being a monoalkenyl arene 
polymer block, said elastomeric block being a con- 
jugated diene polymer block; 
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between about 5 and 50 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of an end block 
modifying resin that includes a monoalkenyl arene, 
said end block modifying resin being compatible 
predominantly with the non-elastomeric block and 5 
substantially incompatible with the elastomeric 
block; 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a plasticizing 
process oil that is compatible predominantly with 10 
said elastomeric block and generally incompatible 
with the non-elastomeric block of the block co- 
polymer; and 

not more than about 14 weight percent, based on the 
total weight of the composition, of a mid block 15 
modifying resin that is compatible predominantly 
with the elastomeric block and substantially incom- 
patible with the non-elastomeric block of the block 
copolymer. 

15. A dispenser having a roll of wrapping film there- 20 
within and a resealing area located on said dispenser at 
a position at which the resealing area adheres a leading 
portion of the wrapping film thereto, the improvement 
comprising said resealing area being a resealable and 
releasable pressure sensitive adhesive composition in- 25 
eluding: 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a block copoly- 
mer having non-elastomeric polymer blocks and at 
least one elastomeric polymer block, each said 30 
non-elastomeric block being a monoalkenyl arene 
polymer block, said elastomeric block being a con- 
jugated diene polymer block; 

between about 5 and 50 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of an end block 35 
modifying resin that includes a monoalkenyl arene, 
said end block modifying resin being compatible 
predominantly with the non-elastomeric block and 
substantially incompatible with the elastomeric 
block; 40 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a plasticizing 
process oil that is compatible predominantly with 
said elastomeric block and generally incompatible 
with the non-elastomeric block of the block co- 45 
polymer; and 
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not more than about 14 weight percent, based on the 
total weight of the composition, of a mid block 
modifying resin that is compatible predominantly 
with the elastomeric block and substantially incom- 
patible with the non-elastomeric block of the block 
copolymer. 

16. The releasable and resealable dispenser of claim 
15, wherein the dispenser includes a cutting edge and a 
longitudinal opening through which said wrapping film 
passes, and wherein said resealing area is located be- 
tween said cutting edge and said longitudinal opening. 

17. A process of providing a storage bag having a 
resealable and releasable pressure sensitive adhesive 
area, comprising: 

blending together an adhesive composition including: 
between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a block copoly- 
mer having non-elastomeric polymer blocks and at 
least one elastomeric polymer block, each said 
non-elastomeric block being a monoalkenyl arene 
polymer block, said elastomeric block being a con- 
jugated diene polymer block, 
between about 5 and 50 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of an end block 
modifying resin that includes a monoalkenyl arene, 
said end block modifying resin being compatible 
predominantly with the non-elastomeric block and 
substantially incompatible with the elastomeric 
block, 

between about 20 and 60 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a plasticizing 
process oil that is compatible predominantly with 
said elastomeric block of the block copolymer and 
generally incompatible with the non-elastomeric 
block of the block copolymer and 

not more than about 14 weight percent based on the 
total weight of the composition of a mid block 
modifying resin that is compatible predominantly 
with the elastomeric block and substantially incom- 
patible with the non-elastomeric block of the block 
copolymer, and 

applying said adhesive composition to a polyolefin 
film panel of the storage bag, said adhesive compo- 
sition being the resealable and releasable area of the 
storage bag. 



50 



55 



60 



65 
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